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by Frank Bateman Stanger 
It has become the practice for many 
Christians to use New Years as an occa-
sion for renewing their spiritual life. 
John Wesley, on December 26, 1747, 
exhorted the Methodists to renew their 
covenant with God. He writes in his 
Journal: "I strongly urged the wholly 
giving up ourselves to God, and renew-
ing in every point our Covenant, that the 
Lord should be our God." 
The term "renewal" has a variety of 
meanings which provide helpful spiri-
tual insights: (1) to make new, as if new 
again, (2) to make young, fresh, or 
strong again, (3) to bring back into 
good condition, (4) to give new spiri-
tual strength, (5) tore-establish, (6) to 
begin again, (7) to say again, such as 
renewing a promise, (8) to replace by 
something new, (9) to refill with a fresh 
supply, (10) to provide an extension of 
something already existing. 
So when we speak of renewing our 
spiritual life, we are talking about a reaf-
firmation of our spiritual relationship to 
God in Jesus Christ; a positive repetition 
of legitimate spiritual vows already 
taken; a re-evaluation of our spiritual 
condition in order to rid ourselves of 
lesser things, and to focus upon the 
things that really matter, a replenish-
ment of spiritual power so that we can 
function at full potential. 
What are the steps to spiritual renew-
al? The Holy Scriptures in speaking of 
such renewal provide key ideas inherent 
in the process. Let us notice seven such 
spiritual concepts which when applied 
personally become steps to our renewal. 
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l I must DESIRE renewal. As I 
evaluate my personal life, I see my need 
for spiritual renewal. The Psalmist 
prayed: "Examine me, O God, and 
know my mind; test me, and discover 
my thoughts. Find out if there is any evil 
in me and guide me in the everlasting 
way" (Ps. 139:23, 24 TEV). Jesus said 
that one of the characteristics of the spir-
itually blessed person is "a hungering 
and thirsting after righteousness" (Mt. 
5:6). 
O 
I must REPENTofanything that is 
keeping me from being what I ought to 
be and doing what I ought to do spiritu-
ally. The Old Testament reveals that the 
children of Israel were willing to repent 
even of their fathers' sins in order that 
they might be in a right relation to God 
(Lam. 5:7, 21). The revival under King 
Asa began when he put away the idols 
and renewed the altar of God (II Chrn. 
15:8). 
In the New Testament the churches at 
Ephesus (Rev. 2:5), at Pergamos (Rev. 
2:16), at Sardis (Rev. 3:3) and at Laodi-
cea (Rev. 3:18) were exhorted to repent 
so that their "candlesticks" might remain 
in their divinely appointed places with 
Jesus Christ in their midst (Rev. 1:13). 
| I must reaffirm my OBEDIENCE 
to Jesus Christ as Lord and Master. This 
calls for a reaffirmation of any covenant 
or promise I have made previously with 
God, or of any vows I have taken in His 
holy presence. Renewal demands a revi-
talization of all our vows, including our 
baptismal vows, marriage vows, the 
dedication of our children, membership 
in the Church of Jesus Christ, or any 
ordination vows in answering the call to 
spiritual ministry. 
But obedience must be viewed as 
more than a confirmation of the spiri-
tual good in one's past. It is just as truly 
the spiritual stance that one takes as he 
faces the future. Actually, obedience is 
the key to spiritual knowledge and 
growth. Henry Drummond writes: 
The organ of knowledge is not 
nearly so much mind, as the organ 
that Christ used, namely, obedience 
. . . . If any man be simply willing 
to do His will, if he has an abso-
lutely undivided mind about it— 
that man will know what truth is 
and know what falsehood is . . . . 
The vow of obedience is at the heart 
of John Wesley's Covenant Service: 
And now, beloved, let us bind 
ourselves with willing bonds to 
our covenant God, and take the 
yoke of Christ upon us. This tak-
ing of his yoke upon us means that 
we are heartily content that He 
appoint us our place and work, 
and that He alone be our reward. 
Christ has many services to be 
done; some are easy, others are 
difficult; some bring honour , 
others bring reproach; some are 
suitable to our natural inclina-
tions and temporal interests, oth-
ers are contrary to both. In some 
we may please Christ and please 
ourselves, in others we cannot 
please Christ except by denying 
ourselves. Yet the power to do all 
these things is assuredly given us 
in Christ, who strengtheneth us. 
Therefore let us make the Cove-
nant of God our own. Let us 
engage our heart to the Lord, and 
resolve in His strength never to go 
back . . . . 
I am no longer my own, but 
Thine. Put me to what Thou wilt, 
rank me with whom Thou wilt; 
put me to doing, put me to suffer-
ing; let me be employed for Thee 
or laid aside for Thee, exalted for 
Thee or brought low for Thee; let 
me be full, let me be empty; let me 
have all things, let me have nothing; 
I freely and heartily yield all things 
to Thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Thou art mine, and I am Thine. 
So be it. And the Covenant which 
I have made on earth, let it be 
ratified in heaven. Amen. 
4 mm I must recognize that MY PER-
SONA L DEVOTIONAL LIFE is indis-
pensable for continuing renewal. The 
prophet Isaiah declared that God "giveth 
power to the faint, and to them that have 
no might He increaseth strength . . . . 
They that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they shall run 
and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint" (Is. 40:29, 31). 
A person's devotional life keeps God 
in the proper place in his religious expe-
rience. Again we listen to what Henry 
Drummond says: "Religion out of its 
place in a human life is the most misera-
ble thing in the world. There is nothing 
that requires so much to be kept in its 
place as religion, and its place is what? 
Second? Third? First!" 
A person's devotional life opens his 
total being to the inflow of God's grace 
and power. The Psalmist declared that 
"because of the Lord's benefits youth is 
renewed like the eagle's" (Ps. 103:5). The 
apostle Paul tells us that because of 
God's abundant grace "the inward man 
is renewed day by day" (II Cor. 4:15,16). 
Of what should your daily devotional 
life consist? Let me suggest four vital 
elements: (1) an intelligent reading of the 
Word of God, (2) an appreciative shar-
ing of the writings of the saints, (3) 
inspired praying on the various levels of 
prayer, (4) the practice of silence and 
meditation. 
William Longstaff reminds us that we 
must take time to be holy: 
Take time to be holy, 
Speak oft with Thy Lord; 
Abide in Him always, 
And feed on His Word . . . . 
Take time to be holy . . . 
Spend much time in secret 
With Jesus alone; 
By looking to Jesus 
Like Him thou shalt be . . . . 
B 
%,P I must have an increasing apprecia-
tion of the significance of MY MIND in 
the renewal of my spiritual life. In our 
day we are in danger of believing that 
spiritual experience is almost entirely a 
matter of the emotions and feelings. 
Careful research shows that there is an 
over-emphasis on the subjective side of 
religion in our contemporary world. 
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But the Scriptures teach us that we 
are to love God with our minds as well 
as our hearts (Mk. 12:30). Jesus was 
continually appealing to the minds of 
persons as He asked them what they 
were thinking about spiritual matters, 
and as He challenged them to carefully 
consider the truths He was declaring. 
St. Paul decisively relates the mind to 
the process of spiritual renewal. Hear 
him as he writes to the Romans: "be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind" (12:2); to the Ephesians: "be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind" 
(4:23); to the Colossians: "you have put 
on the new man which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that 
created him" (3:10). 
The apostle Peter reminds us that the 
secret of spiritual maturity is to be found 
in growth both in grace and the knowl-
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ (II Pet. 
2:18). 
How, then, do we use our minds in 
the process of spiritual renewal? We 
must let Christ cleanse our minds from 
all filthiness of thought. We must permit 
God's spirit to bring all the thoughts of 
our minds into captivity to His holiness 
and purposes. We must discipline our 
minds away from things which are 
unlovely into the direction of what is 
"true, honest, just, pure, virtuous, praise-
worthy." Then we must study—study— 
study, in order to learn more and more 
about Jesus Christ and the good life to 
which He is calling us. 
Camp Freedom 
Jan. 21 — Feb. 1, 1981 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Evangelists—H. E. Schmul 
Simon Lehman, Jr. 
S p e a k e r s i n c l u d e H e n r y A. 
Ginder, John Byers, John 
Rosenberry 
For information, phone 
(813) 544-4541 
fi 
I must continually open my total 
self to the HOLY SPIRIT. The Holy 
Spirit is the quickener of life, the renewer 
of spiritual life. I dare not shun my per-
sonal responsibilities in the process of 
spiritual renewal. There are many things 
that I must do for myself. But in the final 
analysis I cannot renew myself. God 
through His Spirit must do the work of 
renewal within me, after I have done 
what is expected of me in the process. 
Every part of my being is to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. So I open my total 
self to Him. I invite Him continually to 
come into my mind and all my mental 
processes; into my desires and emotions 
and every area of my inner life; into my 
will that He will be in control of all my 
decisions and resolutions; into my soul 
and spirit that I will be in a relationship 
of "perfect love" to God and my fellow 
beings; into my body—the muscles, 
tissues, cells, bloodstream, every bodily 
process—that I may experience the 
quickening of my mortal body through 
His presence (Rom. 8:11). 
7 Finally, I must never take mv eyes 
off those SUPREME SPIRITUAL 
IDEALS which inspire me to spiritual 
renewal and maturity. Actually, all those 
ideals are incarnate in a Person, Jesus 
the Revelation of God. Paul talks about 
being renewed after the image of Him 
that makes possible our spiritual renew-
al (Col. 3:10). He also reminds us that 
we are to grow up into Him in all things 
(Eph. 4:15). 
E. Stanley Jones suggests that II 
Corinthians 3:17, 18 is the best descrip-
tion of the process of spiritual maturity 
in the New Testament. "We all, with 
open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord." 
Let us as the old year ends and as the 
new year begins experience the renewal 
of our spiritual lives. With Christ let us 
take the seven steps to spiritual renewal: 
desire, repentance, obedience, devotional 
life, dedication of the mind, filled with 
the Spirit, Christ the supreme ideal. 
Dr. Stanger is President and Professor of Pastoral Work and Preaching at Asbury Theological Seminary. This article is reprinted by permission from The Asbury Theological Seminary Herald,© 1978. 
1980—The Year of 
the Politician 
"A civilian ruler dabbling in reli-
gion is as reprehensible as a cler-
gyman dabbling in politics. Both 
render themselves odious as well 
as ridiculous."— Gibbons 
So stated James Gibbons in The 
Faith of Our Fathers in 1876, a century 
after the American Revolution and a 
century plus four years before the great 
American Evangelical Political Revolu-
tion. The political conscience of the 
evangelical has thunderously awakened. 
Gibbons, the New Right* opines, was all 
wet. 
1980 was the Year of the Politician, 
both behind the podium and in the 
pulpit. 
"If you have a weak candidate and 
a weak platform, wrap yourself in 
the American flag and talk about 
the Constitution."—Quay 
It started with a rally, "Washington 
for Jesus," April 29 in Washington, 
D. C. Thousands marched, prayed, 
shared, cheered and began to believe 
they could make a difference in the elec-
tion year. 
Perhaps an evangelical political con-
science evolved at this point in history 
because it became, as are most things 
politic, a media event. For the first time 
in a Presidential election year the "elec-
tric churchmen" had the eyes, ears and, 
perhaps, even the hearts of a considera-
ble segment of the masses. As the Bap-
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
wrote, 1980 became "a time when televi-
sion and the religious right, if not prayer 
and the Scriptures, (were) heralded as 
the authentic channels of God's revela-
tory word for faith, morals, and political 
practice." 
"Real politics are the possession 
and distribution of power."— Dis-
raeli 
The power groups appeared: the Na-
tional Christian Action Coalition, Chris-
tian Voice, The Religious Roundtable, 
Moral Majority, the Committee for the 
Survival of a Free Congress, and others. 
And while the National Council of 
Churches and others in the liberal camp 
*Hereafter in this report to include those 
who might so pronounce themselves, whether 
political conservatives or religious evangeli-
cals or fundamentalists. 
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Religion in 
Review —1980 
by Gary Warner, Director 
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• And Finally . . . 
began to petulantly denounce the inva-
sion of what had been their sacred 
ground—and politicans began looking 
warily over their shoulders toward No-
vember—the New Right confidently, 
and sometimes abrasively, flexed its 
muscle. 
It was the era of "single issue" politics, 
the year of moral and immoral, pro and 
con, right and left, black and white, 
good and bad, for and against, cut and 
dried. Never had complex issues been 
made to seem so simplistic. All one had 
to do was snap on the "electric church" 
or open the latest fund raising appeal 
and "everything you always wanted to 
know about being Christian but hadn't 
thought to ask" was there. 
"Politics are a part of morals."— 
Manning. "Politics has no relation 
to morals."—Machiavelli. "There 
are no morals in politics; there is 
only expedience. A scoundrel may 
be of use to us just because he is a 
scoundrel."— Lenin 
For the first time Christians had their 
own "hit list," rating politicans on the 
"morality" of their voting record. It was 
a system in which Rep. Robert Drinan, 
a Catholic priest, got a moral rating of 
zero while a Congressman caught with 
his hand clutching $25,000 in the Abs-
cam cookie jar rated 100 percent and 
another Congressman charged with solic-
iting sex from a 16-year-old boy got high 
grades for his "moral" stands. 
Even the bulwarks of the New Right 
were not immune from how Ambrose 
Bierce in The Devil's Dictionary defined 
politics—"the conduct of public affairs 
for private advantage." Media mogul 
Jerry Falwell acknowledged distorting a 
purported White House conversation 
about homosexuals on the President's 
staff with an "all's fair in love and poli-
tics" shrug. 
When Bread for the World conducted 
its own "moral" poll on how politicians 
had voted on hunger bills and rated 
Senator Jesse ("let my people pray") 
Helms and other New Right saints at the 
zero end of the scale, it was obvious that 
the politically applicable Christian moral 
standard had all the stability of a lava 
lamp. 
"Politics is the science of who gets 
what, when, and why."—Hill man 
By the time of the National Affairs 
Briefing in Dallas it was apparent that 
President-elect Reagan, who promised 
he was born again, was the anointed 
one. President Carter and Congressman 
Anderson, both claiming the born-again 
label, were judged not of the right stuff. 
By November the New Right move-
ment made Time's cover. It captured 
Alaska. It worked inside the holy of 
holies in the Reagan tabernacle. Denomi-
national leaderships were contemptu-
ous. Pundits were contemplating the 
power of the "Christian vote." Black's 
and women's groups declared war. The 
polls even talked of a "backlash" and 
one can't be backlashed unless he has 
first done some lashing. There was 
jubilation. 
There were also defections. Billy Gra-
ham, who knows a political burn when 
it scorches him, disavowed himself from 
the outset. Jim Bakker of the PTL edu-
cated us that "God is neither Republican 
nor Democrat." Pat Robertson eased 
his way into neutrality. And Bob Jones 
111 denounced the whole ballgame, indi-
cating that the old extremists hadn't 
changed at all. 
While the election results evidenced 
the wave of conservatism flooding the 
country, the actual role and strength of 
the New Right is still open to specula-
tion. Will it be like the church building 
program in which workers are too weary 
to go once the structure is finished? New 
Right leadership is promulgating the 
"we have just begun to fight" aspect of 
the campaign. And New Right spokes-
men, who announced after the election 
that the visible TV preachers had been 
actively recruited for the election cause, 
will certainly keep the heat on. 
In the wake of this year's activation of 
the conservative Christian's political 
conscience, British theologian Dr. John 
R. W. Stott said what is being seen in the 
States is "a resurgence of nationalism 
rather than a resurgence of Christian-
ity." American theologian Dr. Carl F. 
H. Henry has urged a summit meeting 
of top conservative Protestant leaders to 
discuss the movement's role in politics to 
"lessen confusion and set some priorities 
for evangelical public involvement." 
President-elect Reagan has a few 
weeks to reflect on a statement by 
Simon Cameron, "An honest politician 
is one who, when he is bought, will stay 
bought." Uneasy must lie the head who 
wears the crown for the New Right. 
1981 could well be another interesting 
Year of the Politican because, as politi-
cian A1 Smith remarked, "you don't 
shoot Santa Claus." 
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Religion in Review—1980 
Denominations 
The United Methodists had a little 
something for everybody in 1980. In 
what she compared to being "the first 
woman on the moon," Dr. Marjorie 
Matthews became the first woman bishop 
of a mainline American denomination. 
The church's General Conference asked 
America at Lent to confess its "grave 
sins" aginst the people of Iran. 
An intra-family Methodist flap con-
cerned whether or not monies were 
being siphoned off for "pro-Marxist" 
causes. Prominent Latin American 
Methodist Dr. Mortimer Arias was 
released from prison in Bolivia; and the 
denomination set aside $4 million to pay 
for legal expenses involved in the on-
going Pacific Homes retirement com-
plex caper. 
Southern Baptists beat the rest of the 
country by a few months, taking a sharp 
turn to the right in their 123rd annual 
convention. But the SB kept tripping 
over itself internally. There were sharp 
differences on the issue of school prayer, 
ministers were picketed for liberalism, 
and the denomination had its own "hit 
list" for professors and whole seminaries 
apparently failing the inerrancy test. 
One seminary president likened the tac-
tics to "Communist smear campaigns." 
Lutherans again were the dialoguing 
champions during the 450th anniversary 
of the Augsburg Confession, but several 
denominational spoil-sports complained 
about a "back to Rome" trend. In a 
death bed message, former Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod president Oliver 
Harms urged warring factions to make 
peace. 
The "peace churches" met in the New 
Call to Peacemaking to deal with disar-
mament, resistance to a draft and other 
matters. Rev. David du Plessis, known 
worldwide as Mr. Pentecost, was wel-
comed home like the prodigal son by the 
Assemblies of God after years in the far 
country "hobnobbing" with Catholics 
and WCC members. 
Official ecuminism still had a faint 
pulse as the ten member denominations 
approved a concept of ministry at 
COCU's 20th anniversary meeting. Chris-
tian Science leaders reported a reversal 
in its declining membership trend. Sev-
eral national conclaves of Jehovah's 
Witnesses found Christians banging on 
their doors in a spot of reverse witness-
fare. The Church of Scientology suc-
ceeded in getting back into England 
after a 12-year ban but failed to put the 
extortion arm on Senator Thomas Eagle-
ton through his niece. 
The evangelical Free Church in Ameri-
ca refused to pull the voting lever for its 
pro-choice abortion member Congress-
man Anderson. The Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance announced plans to 
double its constituency by 1987. The 
Moravian Church turned 150. A minis-
ter was dismissed when he accused a 
co-founder of Seventh Day Adventism 
of plagiarism. And the Sunday School 
looked healthy on its 200th birthday. 
Evangelism 
In the "scratch your head and wonder" 
department, a Gallup Poll stated that 
more than half of all adult Americans 
reported a "lasting, born-again expe-
rience." The poll said 53.4 percent—or 
about 84 million people over 18 years of 
age—claim to have made a personal 
commitment to Jesus Christ. The mate-
rial was part of a 150-page study now 
selling at $1,250 a copy. Later in the 
year, evangelist Billy Graham said he 
would no longer invite people to be 
born-again, which had "become a cliche." 
"Born from above" is Mr. Graham's 
new term. The Gallup poll has not yet 
told us how many Americans have been 
born from above. 
Mr. Graham had another busy and 
fruitful year, being involved in crusades 
in Japan, Okinawa, Canada, Cambridge, 
Oxford, Indianapolis and elsewhere, and 
ministering to victims of the MGM fire 
during his Las Vegas Crusade. 
Crowds estimated in the millions 
flocked to Campus Crusade's '80 World 
Evangelization Crusade in South Korea. 
In Holland the Crusaders were accused 
of poking too many evangelistic holes in 
the dikes of traditional Dutch reformed 
churchdom, and in San Bernardino 
forest fires singed the home grounds. 
Representatives from 87 countries 
attended the Consultation on World 
Evangelization held in Thailand where 
strategies to touch over three billion 
unreached people were high on the 
agenda. The Lausanne Committee for 
World Evangelization released numer-
ous strategy documents, including pap-
ers on how to evangelize the Chinese, 
Jews and refugees. 
A South Korean congregation topped 
the 100,000 member mark. Uganda's 
president invited churches to send evan-
gelists for "spiritual restoration" of his 
country. Christian growth in Africa was 
reported up 40 percent in the decade. 
Visitors termed the Christian presence 
in Vietnam as "healthy," staid old Europe 
was called the world's "largest mission 
field" by evangelical leaders, Ethiopian 
churches were growing despite persecu-
tion, world Muslims stepped up their 
own evangelizing outreaches as they 
became targets of the same from Chris-
tians, and Dr. Alan Walker, Australian 
preacher, blazed a trail through numer-
ous countries for the World Methodist 
Council in his "Mission to the 80's." 
In Kitwe, Zambia, a Kitwe man 
claimed to be Jesus Christ. Across town 
"Judas Iscariot" said he wanted to apol-
ogize. "Jesus" said "Judas" had to first 
see one of the 12 apostles and make an 
appointment. 
Missions 
After experiencing "the year of holo-
caust" in 1979, the mission arm of the 
worldwide church maintained its strong 
late-1979 pace throughout 1980. 
Cambodia was still a focal point with 
millions of dollars of relief aid pouring 
in. However, by late summer Africa was 
the primary target area as millions of 
refugees fled Ethiopia for Somalia. The 
situation was termed "worse than Ban-
gladesh and Cambodia." Because of 
internal political struggles, civil wars, 
huge population shifts, and drought and 
famine, Africans were said to be only 
months away from "massive and wide-
spread starvation and malnutrition." 
Mission activities were also undertaken at 
home as thousands of Cuban and Haitian 
refugees crowded ashore in Florida and 
were distributed to refugee centers. While 
we welcomed the world's dissidents, the 
Soviets threw theirs including Christians, 
into prison. Spain, meanwhile, moved 
to make its Law of Religious Liberty fact 
and not just words. Iran closed the door 
on Christian missions. The Protestant 
Church in Poland supported the workers' 
strike. Clergymen in Northern Ireland 
called the Church the only hope for peace 
in that unhappy land. 
Reports of on-going, renewed and 
new Christian activity flowed f rom 
China. Plans for a National Protestant 
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In Africa, Upper Voltaics carry bags of MCC beans to begin a "food bank," 
where food will be available at low prices even during periods of food 
shortages. (MCC photo by Stever Penner) 
Church were announced, and the Salva-
tion Army reported it was reopening its 
mission, abandoned in the Communist 
takeover in 1949. One organization 
began infiltrating China with missionar-
ies in the guise of industrial technicians 
who smuggled in Bibles in their tool 
boxes. 
Registration arrived and the draft was 
feared, both serving to oil the rusted 
wheels of protest. The peace churches 
led with strong condemnation while 
pacifists counseled youth to resist even 
the registration. By and large, registra-
tion transpired without incident, but the 
current worrisome "drift to draft" would 
evoke strong response from numerous 
religious sectors if it should become a 
stampede. 
Evangelicals for Social Action and 
other social justice groups intensified 
their missions. Another "mission" of 
dubious nature was spotlighted—the 
CIA's use of clergymen for gathering 
intelligence information. In Germany, 
the East imposed restrictions on the 
entry of West German Christians who 
vowed to keep on truckin' over the 
border. A consortium of evangelical 
relief agencies proposed resettling "hard 
to place" Laotion refugees in Guyana 
and said "we might use" the infamous 
Jonestown. 
Education 
The scene was quieter and the battle 
lines shifted, but there were still note-
worthy religious happenings on the edu-
cation front in 1980. 
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The proposed school prayer amend-
ment was the year-long newsmaker. 
While the majority of Protestant, Catho-
lic and Jewish structures opposed the 
school prayer bill, the New Right and 
opportunistic politician coalition backed 
it zealously. The Helms Amendment, 
opposed by President Carter, stumbled 
around in Congress and several sub-
committees before apparently being 
buried. 
In a significant late year pronounce-
ment, the Supreme Court struck down 
the Kentucky ruling requiring the posting 
of the Ten Commandments in its schools. 
The narrow 4-5 decision, that could have 
interesting 1981 ramifications in further 
church / state ruling, called the purpose 
of the Commandment religious and not 
secular. 
In the second significant Supreme 
Court ruling, the Court allowed public 
schools to continue to observe religious 
holidays, including Christmas, after the 
Court declined to review a Sioux Falls, 
S. D., case that claimed the practice vio-
lates the Constitution. 
Elsewhere, Baptist seminaries fought 
charges of liberalism, evangelist Lester 
Roloff built his legal war chest to keep 
his controversial schools out of the 
clutches of Mother Texas, Christian 
school/ state government bickering flared 
repeatedly across the country but the 
proliferation of Christian schools con-
tinued, the Church of God of Anderson, 
Ind., was divided over some of its col-
lege teaching, "designated" giving to 
Christian colleges might be the next area 
of close IRS scrutiny, and in Whiteville, 
N.C., the Bible was put on the list of 
"adult" books and could not be checked 
out by students with restricted library 
cards. 
Communications 
The most famous "nuts!" since Gen-
eral McAuliffe so informed the Ger-
mans at Bastogne in 1944 was issued by 
Today's Catholic tditor Rev. Brian Wal-
lace. It headed an editorial on the IRS 
ruling against publications of tax-exempt 
institutions commenting on stands by 
political candidates. 
Media gadfly Donald Wildmon and 
his National Federation of Decency 
pressured sponsors, printed its "vulture 
list," and even provoked Playboy which 
threatened to sue after some bare facts 
were revealed. Meanwhile, the TV pro-
liferation of mediocrity and outright 
garbage continued unabated, and too 
many Christians forgot the best solution 
is the on-off switch. 
In other TV/radio news, Mississippi 
got its first black-owned TV station after 
15 years of court litigation, the Voice of 
Prophecy radio program celebrated its 
50th anniversary, a "clean-up TV" cam-
paign in Nashville garnered 420,000 
petition signatures, the Mexican ban on 
religious broadcasting remained in fact 
but lessened in spirit, and the on-going 
debate as to the merits and deficiencies 
of the "electric church" stayed high on 
the hit charts. 
In film news, "Jesus" played across 
the country, a film on Jesus as a mythi-
cal Hindu magician was a box office 
smash in India, "John Hus" was named 
religious film of the year, the Jewish 
community saw nothing kosher in 
"Wholly Moses," and the so-called "Jesus 
sex film," against which petition drives 
were started in some churches, turned 
out to be a complete hoax. 
In publishing, Bible translations ap-
peared in more languages; in a turn-
around, Bible smugglers met their coun-
terparts transporting Bibles from East 
to West; the Word was further spread 
through the recycling of used Bibles; 
and several Chinese translations were 
readied for introduction to the main-
land. 
The Southern Baptists withdrew a 
tacky tract "Alberto" from some book-
stores after Roman Catholic objections. 
The Local Church sued author Jack 
Sparks (and most everyone else within 
earshot) for $8.1 million after publica-
tion of The Mindbenders. Reader's Di-
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Perspective on missions 
in Latin America 
Samuel Escobar Interview 
Larry Cornies: We Christians in North 
A merica havefor decades expressed our 
missiology through the support of mis-
sionary agencies which have sent aid 
and workers to various parts of Latin 
America, Asia, and Africa. What weak-
nesses exist in that particular style of 
mission as you see it from the Third 
World perspective? 
Samuel Escobar: I think the church, in 
order to be faithful to her call, has to be 
missionary, and to be missionary, of 
course, is more than giving money to a 
general fund which is handled in a 
institutional way. The church must con-
stantly be asking how the whole 
fellowship of believers is to be involved in 
mission. Behind some missionary work 
there has been the presupposition that 
this is a Christian country sending mis-
sionaries to a non-Christian land. This is 
the first idea that has to be corrected; 
that is, there are in this society in North 
America many areas that can be called 
the mission field. The church will only 
understand what is being done elsewhere 
if it takes seriously these mission fields. 
For instance, if a church sends mis-
sionaries to Spanish speaking countries, 
it would be interesting to note how in-
volved members of the church are in mis-
sionary contact with the Spanish speak-
ing people here in this country. 
Samuel Escobar is regional secretary 
for the International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students in Lima, Peru. In 
addition to his work with students in 
Latin A merica, Escobar serves as editor 
of Pensamiento Cristiano, a quarterly 
interdenominational magazinefor Chris-
tian leaders, and is president of the Latin 
American Theological Fraternity. He 
was recently interviewed by Larry Cor-
nies, assistant editor of The Mennonite. 
We need to give to every Christian in 
the church a sense of personal participa-
tion in the missionary task of God. And 
they must continually move toward this 
personal involvement. Missions is the 
whole way in which we live our faith in 
the midst of the world and society that 
do not acknowledge the lordship of 
Christ. 
You have said that it is impossible for 
missions to occur without producing 
some kind of social change. What kind 
of social change does our missiology 
tend to produce? 
My observation in Latin America is 
that Protestant missions have almost 
invariably produced social mobility. 
Most Protestant missions have concen-
trated on the poor people and the lower 
structures of society. In the space of one 
or two generations they have produced 
an upward social mobility. Yet some-
times they have neglected the pastoral 
work necessary to help those who start 
in this move upwards to understand the 
consequences of their social progress. 
Working as I do with university stu-
dents, I sometimes find a generation of 
people who have an evangelical lan-
guage and who have benefited from the 
effect of the gospel but who have not 
understood what it is to be a servant of 
Christ in whatever circumstances they 
live. The social change that would be 
necessary for our society is left half done 
because there has not been an awareness 
of the many avenues of service that are 
open to those who, because they are 
Christian, have received in a way more 
than the rest of the citizens in these 
nations. 
In other cases, in tribal situations for 
instance, social change has been more 
dramatic. We have seen the problem of 
people who have been uprooted from 
their community background but not 
rerooted in communities where they can 
develop in an integral way as mature 
Christians and as human beings. So 
there has been a negative effect at large 
in this uprooting process, especially when 
these people migrate to cities. These are 
some examples of the social change 
produced by missions but not intelli-
gently followed up with the adequate 
pastoral help to reroot people in commu-
nities. 
What are some of the problems found 
most frequently in the mission programs 
of the 20th-century Protestant North 
American churches? 
I think that those problems corres-
pond with the cultural milieu and the 
cultural presuppositions of North Ameri-
can culture. Let me give some examples. 
Part of the North American mind-set 
is that competition is good. This is a 
competitive society. Sometimes the mis-
sionary brings to the mission field a 
competitive mind, ahd there are places 
where what we need is a cooperative 
mind rather than a competitive mind. 
Protestantism is so divided in some 
Latin American countries because of 
this competitiveness that it does not 
reflect the spirit of the gospel but reflects 
more the values of North American 
society. 
Another example is the philosophy of 
success measured by financial and 
numerical growth. Many times this is 
proposed as a goal of mission regardless 
of the qualities of Christian character, 
which is far more difficult to build up. 
So all efforts, money, and institutions 
are directed towards numerical and insti-
tutional growth at the expense of the 
growth towards maturity. This should 
be an important part of the task of the 
missionary as he instructs people. The 
way fn which success is measured—by 
numbers, by bulk, by size—militates 
against New Testament values about 
what really constitutes Christian ma-
turity. 
Yet so many of the efforts in our mis-
sionary agencies are geared to growing 
and expanding our programs and insti-
tutions. We want to see these things 
grow and we relish the success of this 
kind of missionary endeavor. We take 
joy in reporting the growth of schools, 
hospitals, and churches. How much of 
this then is valid? 
We must acknowledge the fact that 
institutions like hospitals and schools, 
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Board for Missions 
Search Committee Created 
At its annual meeting, held in Lancaster, PA December 11-13, 1980, 
the Board for Missions accepted the decision by J. Wilmer Heisey not to 
be available for reappointment as Executive Secretary. His current term 
of service expires in June 1982. 
A search committee has been appointed to nominate a successor to the 
administrative position. The ten-member committee is composed of 
Alvin Book, Merle Brubaker, Charles Frey, Glenn Hoffman, Grace 
Holland, Henry Landis, Ross Nigh, Don Shafer, Roger Sider and Erwin 
Thomas. 
You are invited and encouraged to contact any of the members of the 
search committee with regard to possible candidates for the position of 
Executive Secretary. Written communications may be addressed to 
Glenn Hoffman, Secretary of the Board for Missions, 629 West Pine St., 
Palmyra, PA 17078. 
commissions, committees, boards, etc. 
are instruments to serve people. But it is 
easy to pass from institutions that exist 
to serve people to having people serve 
the institutions and to reproduce institu-
tions simply because they have the money 
and the power to do so. Here I think is 
where a sense of priorities is necessary. 
The missionary has to understand 
that he may be leaving the place where 
he is doing his work and that it will be 
necessary for a strong church to remain 
there. If you build a big institution and 
you don't train the people in qualities of 
Christian character, in commitment to 
the Christian mission, and in solid bibli-
cal and theological maturity, you can 
create a white elephant that will not 
function when the missionary leaves. 
Some agencies have based their direc-
tion less on money and more on people. 
Not having much money has been a 
blessing for them because their mission-
aries have invested themselves in people 
rather than institutions. That way they 
have helped people grow and they have 
been able to leave. Sometimes the peo-
ple themselves in those lands have devel-
oped their own institutions at the pace 
their own financial possibilities have 
made possible. 
How do you feel about the future of 
the church in Latin A merica as you look 
into the 1980s? 
I believe the years ahead are years of 
opportunity. Our churches are evange-
listic churches. They are churches con-
cerned with spreading the gospel, and I 
think the hunger for the gospel has 
become evident in recent years in our 
society in a clear way. So in that regard I 
see a future for those churches which are 
evangelistic. 
But at the same time there are chal-
lenges. If the churches grow and if they 
really are agents of God for changing 
people, there will be social and political 
consequences. We will have a chance to 
prove that we are not just like the pow-
ers and structures that have shaped 
Latin America in the last 350 years, but 
that we are an alternative. But I am not 
sure that our churches will stand up to 
that challenge. I am afraid that we are 
easily content with the point we have 
reached and are ready to take the advan-
tages that may come from it without 
thinking of the responsibilities involved. 
I am also concerned because I see in 
some groups and some countries, espe-
cially those countries like Brazil and 
Chile, where Protestantism has grown 
more, inclination in the direction of 
Constantinianism, which is precisely 
what we have criticized in the Catholic 
Church. In some cases there has been 
too much eagerness to be in good terms 
with those in power in a noncritical way, 
and to benefit from our friendship with 
them. That also means a careful evalua-
tion from the perspective of the gospel. 
So I see a future with many challenges 
and opportunities but also many temp-
tations. I am hopeful because the church 
has always faced this kind of situation 
and God has kept the church in spite of 
all her failures at some points. What we 
have seen up to this point in the growth 
of the evangelical community in Latin 
America can be described as miracu-
lous, and I hope the Spirit of God will 
continue to act in the future of the 
church in the Third World. 
MCC Memos 
(from News Service releases) 
MIAMI, FLORIDA—Long-term ef-
fects of the dramatic exodus of Haitian 
and Cuban refugees by boat on the 
Miami community and the needs of the 
refugees continue. Even though most 
refugees now are technically sponsored, 
they are far from cozily settled. Many of 
the "sponsors" are themselves poor and 
the pressures on Miami for housing and 
employment remain. With people living 
on the street and many of those who are 
settled unemployed, Miami has hardly 
begun its return to being a stable 
community. 
The four MCCers now in Miami are 
becoming more involved in social work 
and English teaching for Cubans, and 
health and other services for Haitians. 
MCC is looking for additional Creole-
speaking personnel. While its effort is 
relatively small, MCC's contribution 
lies in the support it provides to often-
harried community organizations. 
A K R O N , P A — T h e M o r m a c s a g a 
steamed out of Baltimore in November 
carrying 1000 tons of corn destined for 
the critically undernourished refugees in 
Somalia. In a drive coordinated by 
MCC Great Lakes, farmers, truckers, 
grain elevator operators, Sunday school 
children, and others worked together to 
make possible one of the largest food 
shipments in MCC's history. 
In addition to the corn, over $ 150,000 
in cash was donated in the Great Lakes 
region and elsewhere to pay for the bur-
lap bags and transport costs. The 20,000 
bags of corn should arrive in Mogadi-
shu, the capital of Somalia, in early 
January. From there, if fuel is available, 
trucks will haul them to some of Soma-
lia's thirty refugee camps, where as 
many as 1.6 million depend on outside 
food deliveries for survival. 
The United Nations' World Food 
Program and Somalia's National Com-
mission for Refugees will be responsible 
for the distribution of the corn. 





by Rachel Melhorn 
In September 1979 I became known 
as the pastor of the Choma Secondary 
School Brethren in Christ Fellowship. 
In the final term of the school year I was 
chosen to be the staff person in charge of 
the Brethren in Christ students who 
meet for worship service in Room 21 on 
Sunday morning. 
As the year ended I asked the students 
who were leaving how our Fellowship 
could grow. They responded: "we must 
get to know each other"; "we must have 
more groups singing in our services"; 
"we need more missionaries to help and 
give us things"; "we should have a bap-
tism class." I pondered and prayed 
about these things and shared my con-
cerns with the leader of the local Pilgrim 
Wesleyan church, who was helpful to 
me. 
The Fellowship began 1980 with the 
newly elected officers meeting several 
times a month to pray and plan. I 
brought several ideas, one of which was 
to form a gospel team. (This idea was 
sparked by a talk with a Zambian 
church leader who wondered why we 
were not visiting the villages as the mis-
sionaries used to do.) I talked with 
Bishop Silungwe who said he would 
help our gospel team find places to visit. 
As our gospel team was formed, members 
decided to raise their own money by 
selling eggs to the staff at school. 
In the visits that followed, the gospel 
team gave entire programs—they sang 
songs, gave testimonies, and one of the 
students preached. The Lord richly 
blessed these times. At our first visit no 
one had received our letter saying we 
were coming. But the scheduled guest 
speaker did not come, so everything 
worked out well. Another time I counted 
the money we had earned—exactly 
K 16.00. When I received the bill for use 
of the vehicle, it was K 16.00. 
On another occasion our gospel team 
arrived at our destination at about 10:00 
a.m. Nobody was there. By 11:00 a.m. 
people began coming. (I was sure there 
would be more students than audience.) 
When we began our service at 11:30, the 
room was already full. During the ser-
vice people kept coming. The benches 
were only small logs on the floor, but the 
audience was attentive from 11:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. I was amazed. Again the 
Lord blessed us. (We have had other 
blessings; we have also had problems. I 
thank God for the problems which have 
helped us grow as a team.) 
At the beginning of the school year, 
the Choma Secondary School pastor 
circulated a paper asking students about 
their church affiliation and their interest 
in joining a prayer group. From these 
papers I received a list of all Brethren in 
Christ students at Choma Secondary. 
Our Fellowship committee informed 
these students of our services and invited 
them to attend. As a result our attend-
ance increased. 
The Fellowship services have become 
a blessing. Our main leaders, Gibson 
Siluchaali and Rosemary Choompa, 
have done well. Rosemary has worked 
with the choir and has organized other 
singing groups; Gibson preaches or finds 
a speaker. 
To learn to know one another better, 
members of the Fellowship felt we needed 
to meet more often. We have begun 
meeting the last Friday of each month. 
The whole hour is spent singing (and we 
usually have more groups to sing than 
we have time for). The students look 
forward to these Friday night meetings. 
The Fellowship planned a one-day 
retreat at Sikalongo Mission. A group 
of about eighty had morning sessions 
with Sampson Mudenda, hiked to the 
waterfalls in the afternoon, and ended 
the day with a campfire. It was a beauti-
ful day and a good opportunity to inter-
act with one another in different ways. 
During second term I began a bap-
tism class with students who wanted to 
be baptized and join the church. I 
enjoyed studying Brethren in Christ 
doctrine and teaching it. Several stu-
dents became Christians through attend-
ing the classes. On Saturday, September 
13,1980, thirteen students were baptized 
in the N a h u m b a River by Bishop 
Silungwe during a Bible conference. 
What a joy to see these students greeting 
each other with a holy kiss for the first 
time during the communion and feet 
washing service the following morning. 
God has been blessing our Brethren in 
Christ students. The quiz team studied 
the second half of Acts this past year. 
Christian teachers have prayer groups 
with students one evening a week. Scrip-
ture Union, an interdenominational 
group, meets three times a week. 
There are eight hundred students and 
forty staff persons at Choma Secondary 
School. Many of these are not Chris-
tians, and many think they are Chris-
tians but have not experienced an inward 
change. Pray for us that we may share 
our faith with them in any way Christ 
asks of us. I thank God for the oppor-
tunity to be an instrument in the many 
ways He has used me. I give Him all the 
glory and praise. 
Rachel Melhorn, a member of the Locust 
Grove, PA, congregation, teaches at Choma 
Secondary School, Zambia. Other Brethren 
in Christ Missions personnel at Choma 
Secondary are Michele Arnett, Ray and 
Darlyss Kipe, Steven Popenhagen. 
Rachel Melhorn with members of the Brethren in Christ gospel 
team at Choma Secondary School. Team leaders Gibson Siluchaali 
and Rosemary Choompa are shown kneeling (left and center). 
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Church News 
Musser: Sara Lee, born Nov. 2, to Roy and 
Linda Musser, Ref ton congregat ion, Pa. 
Raser: Sara Jane , born Nov. 10, to Carl and 
Jane (Light) Raser, D iamond Bar, Ca. 
Allegheny 
The Christ 's Crusaders of the Big Valley con-
gregat ion held a Mystery d inner on Friday, Nov. 
21. The d inner was held in the parsonage base-
ment . • The Chi ldren 's Depa r tmen t of the Carlisle 
congrega t ion gave gifts of food and money to the 
Messiah Children's H o m e as their way of Thanks -
giving sharing. 
A surprise f o o d shower was held by the Fair-
view congrega t ion on Wednesday, Nov. 19, for 
the i r p a s t o r a l f ami ly , the Steven Mcl lveens . 
Speakers f o r their New Year's Service were Rev. 
A. McVey and Rev. Danie l Keller. Special music 
was presented by the Garne t Myers family. • On 
Sa tu rday a f t e rnoon , Nov. 22, the Fairview Avenue 
congrega t ion showed the films, "A Thief in the 
Nigh t" and " A Distant Thunde r . " The congrega-
t ion was encouraged to bring unsaved f r iends to 
view the films. 
The you th choir of the Grantham congregat ion 
sang at the Dillsburg church on Sunday evening, 
Nov. 16. They presented "Living Waterworks ." • 
Paul Slagenweit was installed by the Martinsburg 
congrega t ion as "Lay Minister of Visitation" on 
Sunday , Dec. 14. A food shower was given to the 
pastoral couple, Earl and Sharon Herr. 
Atlantic 
A missions conference was held by the Cross 
Roads congregation on Nov. 21-23. Special insights 
to missions were given by Dave Brubaker, serving in 
V.S. at the Missions Office, and missionaries, John 
and Lucille Graybill, who are on furlough from 
Japan. • A poster contest was held by the Holden 
Park congregation in commemoration of the 200th 
anniversary of the Sunday school, Winners of the 
contest were: 1st prize—Kimberly Blair, 2nd prize— 
Jean Bryant, and 3rd prize—Kristina Blair. 
The Hummelstown pas tora l couple, Andrew 
Slagenweits, enter ta ined the young people of the 
church to a Thanksgiving par ty on Saturday, Nov. 
29. • Eight persons were recently received into 
membersh ip by the Manheim congregation. 
A Bible P rophecy Confe rence was held by the 
Manor congregat ion on Nov. 9-13. Dr. Nathan 
Meyer was the speaker . • A Missions Conference 
was held by the Refton congregat ion on Nov. 22 
and 23. Guest speakers were Rev. Frank Kipe and 
Paul Hess. 
Canadian 
A team from Emmanuel Bible College presented the 
Sunday morning worship service to the Houghton 
congregation on Nov. 16. The service consisted of 
group singing and a special speaker. • The Music 
Committee of the Rosebank congregation was in 
charge of the Sunday night service, Nov. 23. The 
special feature was the film, "The Miracle Goes O n , " 
life story of J.W. Peterson. • The Vietnamese family 
being sponsored by the Sherkston church shared the 
account of their escape with the congregation. A1 
Steckley assisted them in relating their experience. 
The Sunday mornig worship service on Nov. 9 was 
in honor of senior citizens of the Wainfleet con-
gregation. A fellowship dinner followed the 
service. • Elizabeth Steckley was honored on Sun-
day evening, Nov. 23, by the Welland congregation 
prior to her move to Preston and a scrapbook was 
presented to her from the congregation. Mrs. 
Steckley's first husband, Ray Sider, pastored the 
Welland church for many years prior to his death. 
Central 
The Bethel (Merrill) congregation reports recent 
guests sharing with them were John and Lucille 
Graybill on J a p a n and David Carlson on Trans 
World Radio . • An Installation and Dedication 
Service was held for all church officials and 
teachers by the Bethel Community congregation 
on Sunday, Nov. 23. 
On Sunday evening, Nov. 9, the DeRossett 
congregat ion viewed a film on missions in India. • 
The Highland congregat ion hosted a singspiration 
service for the Sou the rn Ohio churches on Sunday 
a f t e rnoon , Nov. 30. • A Dedication Service for a 
new sound system was held by the Union Grove 
congregat ion on Sunday, Dec. 7. 
Midwest 
A bir thday celebration was held by the Dallas 
Center congregat ion on Sunday, Nov. 30. At a 
fel lowship meal fol lowing the morn ing service, 
people were seated according to the month of their 
birth. • The M P F of the Rosebank congregation 
sponsored a "Chr is tmas in November ." Boxes 
were packed and sent to the Nava jo Mission. 
Pacific 
The Labish congregation held a Thanksgiving 
Fel lowship meal on Sunday evening, Nov. 23. 
Each family was asked to bring a family heirloom 
to share their heritage with the group. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Agee: J o s h u a Ryan, born Nov. 16, to Michael 
and Olive Agee, Bethel (Merrill) congregat ion, 
Mi. 
Crouse: Ryan Wade, born Oct. 27, to J i m and 
Joyce Crouse, Massey Place congregation, Sask. 
Herr: J o h n Paul Scott , born Nov. 13, to Rev. 
Earl and Sharon Herr, Mar t insburg congregation. 
Pa. 
Long: Emily Ruth , born Nov. 7, to Rober t and 
Kim Long, Riverside congregation, Ont . 
Miller: T h o m a s Andrew, born Nov. 16, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Lloyd Miller, Amherst congregation. 
Oh. 
Weddings 
Alleman-Haines: Kimberly, daughter of Mrs. 
D o r o t h y Haines, and Jay , son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Alleman, bo th of Bainbridge, Pa., Nov. 22, 
in the Conoy Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Jay Sisco officiating. 
Deal-Templin: Pame la Louise, daugh te r of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Templin and Scott David 
Deal, son of Mr. and Mrs. Char les Yantis, Nov. 
22, in the H u m m e l s t o w n Bre thren in Chris t 
Church with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit officiating. 
Doyle-Donnar: Tracey, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. William D o n n a r , and George, son of Mrs. 
Blanche Doyle, bo th of El izabethtown, Pa. , May 
31, in the Conoy Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. J a y Sisco officiating. 
Kauffman-Drace: S h a r o n , d a u g h t e r of Mr. 
Harold Drace and M rs. Frances Dellen, and Phil-
lip, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph K a u f f m a n , Sept. 
6, in the Conoy Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Jay Sisco officiating. 
Miller-Kindy: Treasa, daugh te r of Mr. and 
Mrs. Erie Kindy, Midland, Mi., and Bobby, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Miller, Garden City, Mi., Oct. 2, 
in the Freewill Baptist Church, Garden City, with 
Rev. Stanley officiating. 
Obituraries 
Dearing: Mrs. Leila M. Dear ing , Miss ion. 
B.C., born Dec. 15, 1903, died Nov. I, 1980, in the 
Victoria Hospital . Prince Albert. Sask. She was 
married to William S. Dear ing who preceded her 
in death in 1967. She is survived by six children: 
Betty Elliott, Leone Sider, Edward. Donald, Irene 
Mohr , and Kenneth: 26 grandchi ldren; 10 great-
grandchi ldren; and two sisters. The funeral service 
was conducted in the MacKenzie Funeral Chapel . 
Prince Albert , by Bill Blackman. Interment was in 
Memorial Gardens . Prince Albert. 
Gearhart: Mrs. Helen E. Gearhar t , Elizabeth-
town, Pa., born May 27, 1917, died Nov. 21, 1980 
in the Hershey Medical Center . She was married 
to Ralph C. Gearhar t who survives. Also surviving 
are six sons: Neal C., Louis S., Ralph G., Donald 
L„ and Bernard M.; two daughters: Mrs. Rober t 
Riggs and Mrs. Gary L. Miller; two sisters; three 
brothers; her fa ther , S. F. H a m m e r ; and 10 grand-
children. She was a m e m b e r of the Shenks 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funera l ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. Isaac Kanode. Inter-
ment was in the Shenks Cemetery. 
Newmyer: Mrs. Esther M. Newmyer, Lewis-
berry, Pa., died Oct. 19, 1980, at the age of 76 
years. She was married to G. Edward Newmyer 
who survives. Also surviving are two sons: Edward 
R. and David J. ; a daughter , Mrs. Karl Kanagy; 
three brothers: Daniel, J o h n H. and Rober t Pot-
teiger; and eleven grandchi ldren. She was a mem-
ber of the Fairview Brethren in Christ Church . 
The funera l service was conducted in the Jesse 
S tone Funeral H o m e by Rev. Steven Mcllveen. 
Interment was in the Cross Roads Cemetery. 
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Christian Education includes the 
teaching of stewardship 
Take your children shopping 
by Lester Fretz 
The entire Heise family is part of the grocery shopping 
experience. 
Do take your children shopping 
On my bookshelf sit a dozen books about family money 
management. Many of them are written from a Christian 
perspective, but a very sad suggestion common to every 
chapter on saving at the supermarket is, "Don't take your 
children shopping!" 
Today's busy life-style fragments the family enough. The 
family needs to utilize every available opportunity to be 
together in real life situations. Grocery shopping is a medium 
where decision making can be exercised and developed. It's 
easy for a family to be convivial and pleasant strolling 
through the park or zoo, but the children need to be involved 
with their parents in more commonplace, practical, realistic 
situations. 
Shopping for the weekly groceries can, and should be an 
excellent learning experience for the children in language 
development, in mastery of math and improving reading 
skills. Also, at an early age, children need to learn the eco-
nomics of shopping. It's easy to see why so many young 
mothers are poor shoppers. Likely their mothers heeded the 
advice of today's consumers' literature and left them at home 
or in the car. 
Children love to help 
Children love to help. Shopping can be one of the outlets 
for their eagerness. They can carry the empty milk jugs into 
the store. They can pick up that hard-to-reach box on the 
lower shelf, or they can return an item to a previously 
explored aisle which you wish to substitute for a better buy. 
And, as you leave the check-out your children are there to 
help with your heavy load. Don't hesitate to request special 
packing to make it more convenient for your children to help. 
1 
Mathematics and good consumer education can be com-
bined with family shopping. 
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The supermarket is well equipped to teach 
Being successful at school is so dependent upon a child's 
pre-school experiences. The supermarket is better equipped 
than any primary classroom in the country with items of so 
many attributes. Here, the parents can ask questions which 
give the children excellent opportunity to compare size, 
shape, state, colour, cost, texture, weight, quality and quan-
tity. The meat department is a haven for vocabulary building 
where terms such as cow, beef, veal, poultry, and chicken are 
encountered. Young children can practice their counting 
while older ones can compare prices. In the produce depart-
ment children get the opportunity to weigh, measure, and 
price. 
Throughout the store, prepackaged items provide a variety 
of facts and concepts to be learned: bigger and smaller, liquid 
and dry measure, net and gross weight and metrification. 
There are unlimited opportunities for language development. 
Consider for instance, the numerous antonyms for the word 
"fresh": stale, frozen, sour, day-old. Coupled with language 
development is sound stewardship where the child can learn 
the difference between cheap, inferior and inexpensive, and 
expensive, costly or extravagant. 
Train up a child in the way he should go 
But you may already be saying, "It runs my grocery bill up 
if we take our children along." At first it may. But you 
subscribe to the verse which says, "Train up a child in the way 
that he should go and when he is old, he will not depart f rom 
it." The question which comes to mind is, "Can you afford 
N O T to take them shopping?" It's a great place to spend time 
together. By starting at an early age, you can make them 
understand that one just doesn't pick up everything that is 
tempting. This too, is an important concept that you as a 
parent are responsible to teach. 
Deena counts the number of chops for her mother 
in the meat market. 
Jean and Dave Heise are the parents of Deena, Cheryl 
and Sandra. The Heises are from the Wain fleet (Ont.) 
congregation. The author and photographer, L^esler Fret:, 
is Director of Stewardship for the Canadian Con ference. 
You may wish to consider electives on 
stewardship for your Christian Education 
program. Check with your Christian Light 
Bookstore about All The Money You Need 
by George L. Ford and Your Finances in 
Changing Times by Larry Burkett. 
The family can utilize every opportunity to be together. 
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gest was chided for running "Mormon 
Ads." Inflight, publication of Frontier 
Airlines, announced its purpose was "to 
promote aviation and the Christian 
ethic." The first Christian writing school 
was held in Alaska. 
Lifestyles 
In this year of the conservative, the 
call for any "rights" for women beyond 
those considered "traditional" fell large-
ly on deaf ears among fundamentalists 
and most evangelists. ERA opponents, 
meanwhile, swung a mighty rolling 
pin. 
While mainline denominations con-
tinued to explore ordination and other 
roles for women—and the NCC and 
Jewish groups worked to eliminate "sex-
ism" in the Bible—conservative denom-
inations softpedaled or assailed peti-
tions from timid minority thinkers, and 
national parlays of noted evangelical 
spokeswomen denounced ERA and its 
supposed intentions. A group of evan-
gelical women seeking the extension of 
women's gifts both into and outside the 
church made little headway against such 
strident opposition. 
The gay scene quieted. Most conser-
vative denominations took harder anti-
gay stands. Mainline churches received 
more gays into the pastorate. And the 
most militant of all anti-gays fell from 
the pedestal. 
The Anita Bryant saga hit several new 
notes. Ms. Bryant divorced Bob Greene, 
claiming she was "used" by him in the 
ministry and forfundraising. She moved 
to Tulsa and was accused by a Canadian 
evangelist of causing a drought. The 
orange juice people dropped her before 
she revealed her "live and let live" atti-
tude toward gays and her new apprecia-
tion for women's rights. While rumor 
had her marrying "the 1984 Presidential 
candidate," she may settle for an Ala-
bama millionaire. Most startling, how-
ever, was the rumor that for years she 
had been a closet grapefruit juice drinker. 
The family became another lifestyle 
matter. "Pro-family" was an "in" single 
issue catch word, but the problem came 
in defining what was pro-family. The 
White House Conference on the Family 
felt it knew. The reactionary Pro-Family 
Conference felt WHCF didn't. In Los 
Angeles, 24,000 people at the World-
wide Marriage Encounter convention 
linked arms and encircled the USC 
campus in the "world's biggest hug," 
which seemed pretty pro-family by any 
standard. 
In other lifestyle happenings, indus-
trialist Kermit Reedstrom abandoned a 
lucrative business career to become a 
missionary in New Guinea. Simple liv-
ing silver baron Bunker Hunt became 
gold in the Campus Crusade pocket, 
raising $20 million among his simple 
living Texas buddies in one weekend for 
Crusade's Here's (simple) Life campaign. 
And San Francisco had the first Dial-
An-Atheist hotline. 
Newsmakers 
Queen of the Atheists Madalyn Mur-
ray O'Hair was hit with a pie at a public 
appearance but the cruelest blow was the 
defection of son William who called his 
33 years "wasted" without faith and 
labeled his mother's movement "a 
failure." Mrs. O'Hair had no comment, 
not even "boys will be boys." 
Winner of this year's "let me see if it 
fits again" Foot in the Mouth Award is 
Southern Baptist President Bailey Smith 
for his "God doesn't hear the prayers of 
a Jew" routine. After the expected furor 
and embarrassed denominational apol-
ogy phase had nearly died down, Rev. 
Smith offered in a sermon that Jews 
have "funny looking noses," and the 
clamor erupted. Baptists can only be 
grateful Yom Kippur and the Jewish 
New Year are nine months away. 
Noted Catholic theologian/writer 
Hans Kung vowed to fight the Vatican's 
withdrawal of his teaching mandate. 
The Supreme Court declined to review a 
number of controversial religious cases, 
including the Worldwide Church of 
God vs. California battle over seizure of 
documents. 
The Church was still building. Over 
3,000 people who had paid $1,500 each 
were at the inaugural service of Dr. 
Robert Schuller's Crystal Cathedral. 
Critics at the $4.5 million opening of the 
$16 million facility said it's a nice build-
ing if you don't care about hearing any-
thing. The $13.5 million Billy Graham 
Center was opened at Wheaton College. 
The Full Gospel Business Men's Fellow-
ship dedicated a $5 million center in 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 
Four Indiana youth tried for the 
death of an Amish baby killed when a 
tile was thrown from their car into the 
Amish family's buggy were given sus-
pended sentences, probation and fines. 
In other brushes with the law, California 
pastor John MacArthur was sued for 
"clergyman malpractice." The authors 
of I'm OK— You're OK sued an over-
eager evangelist who claimed very much 
alive writer Thomas Harris had commit-
ted suicide two years ago. Deprogrammer 
Ted Patrick's luck ran out when he 
received his first jail term on criminal 
charges. Sect founder Hakeem Abdul 
Rasheed was convicted of mail fraud in 
his $ 10 million "dare to get rich" scheme. 
White supremacist J. B. Stoner got ten 
years in prison for conspiring to bomb a 
black church in 1958. (Mr. Stoner was 
running for the U.S. Senate in Georgia 
at the time of conviction.) And in Vero 
Beach, Fla., a city ordinance said all 
McDonald's arches and church crosses 
must come down by 1982. 
Catholic Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, 
one of the clergymen allowed to see the 
hostages in Iran, claims they could have 
been released by mid-1980. They remain 
in Iran. Two other hostages were re-
leased, however. The Cuban "Bible 
Bombers," imprisoned in Havana after 
their plane crashed following a distribu-
tion of anti-communist, pro-religious 
tracts over Cuba, were sent home in 
November along with 28 other Ameri-
cans. 
Wife beating and a movement called 
Christ / Lam were Eldridge Cleaver's 
latest scams. Lam Tuan Due became the 
50,000th "boat person" to arrive in the 
U.S. from Malayisa. Adam and Eve 
were banned from a Dallas art show for 
being too "anatomically accurate.'' The 
Shroud of Turin isn't. A Texas welfare 
official called for mandatory sterilization 
of welfare recipients. The 1980 national 
Easter Seal poster child survived a 
shooting. A boy was put in the oven by 
his mother to "drive the devil out of 
him," and a sect in several Western states 
took to fallout shelters to await the end 
of the world. 
The "Siberian Seven" spent their 
second year in the United States Em-
bassy in Moscow. A furor developed in 
Jerusalem over a Jew-to-Arab kidney 
transplant. Cullen Davis, the Fort Worth 
multimillionaire acquitted of murdering 
his 12-year-old stepdaughter in one of 
Texas' most publicized trials, publicly 
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confessed his faith in Christ and was 
gobbled up by the New Right. A dan-
gerous fire was put out in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem. Sister 
Theresa Kane was applauded by the 
feminists but the Pope still hadn't heard 
her. Bob Turnbull, the Chaplain of 
Waikiki Beach, shook the sand from his 
feet and headed for Oregon. 
Kansas City Royal Jerry Terrell, the 
only player in the major leagues to vote 
against a player's strike, was honored by 
Baseball Chapel. Dallas Baptist College 
officials replaced a professor who refused 
to sign an article of faith with a part-time 
minister charged with felon theft. The 
Melodyland School of Theology offered 
a sure-fire five point test to decide the 
authenticity of angelic visits. And if you 
had three tragic events in your life you 
were eligible for a "Certificate of Mar-
tyrdom" from the Church of World 
Peace. 
Death took Erich Fromm; Methodist 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy; Ann Maguire, 
the founder of Northern Ireland's Peace 
Movement; Supreme Court Justice Wil-
liam O. Douglas; San Salvador Arch-
bishop Oscar Romero Galdamez (assas-
sinated); Israel's leading Christian backer 
Dr. G. Douglas Young; and former 
Baptist World Alliance president Theo-
dore Adams. 
And Finally . . . 
As always, it was a year of the bizarre 
and the incredulous. We had a hard time 
picking the "And Finally . . . " topper. It 
was a tie. 
First, there is evangelist Oral Roberts 
who informed his faithful that a 900-
foot Christ spoke to him in a vision and 
told him to build his controversial hos-
pital and that his backers would help 
him. Since then about $5 million in con-
tributions has come in. Rev. Carl Mcln-
tire, a man who should know, stated 
that this time Rev. Roberts has "gone 
too far." 
Another man wants to go far. West, 
that is. Showing that the spirit of Volun-
teerism as still alive in America, the Illi-
nois State Department of Corrections 
received hundreds of offers, including 
those from evangelicals, when it adver-
tised for volunteers to carry out the 
state's death penalty law. A special plea 
came from a New York prison inmate 
who said he would "soon be appearing 
before the board of parole and I do need 
a job; plus a new start in life." 
Here's to a new start for all of us in 
1981. 
Editor's Notebook 
Thoughts on "course 
corrections" 
I am sorry, I was wrong. 
Those are among the most difficult words to write or speak. No doubt that is why 
we hear them so infrequently. It's not that people don't make mistakes, it's just so 
difficult to admit our errors. 
Perhaps we discover that we didn't have all the facts. Or our judgment was faulty. 
Or the situation changed without our knowledge. For whatever reason, we find 
ourselves "out on a limb," having made a mistake which others see also. Now what 
to do? 
Years ago, our membership covenant stated in part, "Inasmuch as we are all 
fallible, . . and then went on to spell out the steps for correction, found in 
Matthew 18. This was part of an overall concern for giving and receiving counsel 
done in an environment of loving, supportive relationships. 
It has been said that making mistakes isn't stupid, but disregarding them is. 
Making "course corrections" often takes a measure of grace and humility, but it's 
generally much easier than perpetuating our errors. 
One need not be an experienced sailor to know that there is more to reaching the 
destination than simply being headed in the right direction when leaving the dock. 
Regular navigational readings must be taken and course corrections made to 
compensate for wind and currents which constantly, though often imperceptably, 
cause the craft to drift off course. 
Similarly, in our personal pilgrimage and in our life together as a fellowship, we 
do well to make "course corrections" a regular part of our life of discipleship. As we 
gather together around God's Word, seeking to discern his call to us in our present 
situation, the Holy Spirit can point out to us needed adjustments in our walk of 
obedience. 
Seeking to discern God's direction for today and what changes that might mean 
for us—this was the agenda of three recent meetings of Brethren in Christ. A 
consultation on peace and justice brought some 50 pastors, laypersons, and church 
leaders together at Messiah College. For two days we considered the need for 
renewed education on peace and justice issues across the church. Then in Lancaster, 
the Board for Missions met in public sessions, making decisions and wrestling with 
concerns which will affect Brethren in Christ Missions for years to come. Finally, 
the Task Force on Structure, Funding and Budgeting (sometimes referred to as 
Renewal 2000) met at Grantham. Work included evaluating the input received at 
General Conference and refining the proposals which were approved in principle 
by Conference. 
Future issues of the Visitor will report in greater detail on these sessions. 
As we stand at the threshold of 1981, the words of the hymn take on fresh 
significance: 
Unknown waves before me roll, 
hiding rock and treacherous shoal; 
Chart and compass come from Thee, 
Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
May we, as individuals and as a brotherhood, seek this year to be sensitive to the 
Holy Spirit's "course corrections" in our life. G 
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Fa i th Is . . . 
Faith is— 
Walking down the stairs each morning 
Not knowing whose hands made every step. 
Faith is— 
Pouring the juice from the bottle. 
Not knowing the picker of the fruit 
Nor the processor of the product. 
Faith is— 
Plugging in the toaster. 
Believing the proper wires will connect. 
Not knowing who placed the wires within the 
wall or cord. 
Faith is— 
Turning the car key in the ignition and hearing 
the motor hum. 
Not knowi ng who made all the parts and put them 
in their places. 
Faith is— 
Driving down a busy road, 
Believing that signs and lights will be obeyed 
When only man is in control. 
Faith is— 
Belief in what an unknown man has done or 
made. 
This faith is crushed when— 
Planes collide 
Power plants break down 
Americans are held hostage 
Leaders are shot 
Poisonous chemicals destroy homes 
Rebellious refugees come into the nation. 
The Bible says— 
It is better to trust in the Lord than to put con-
fidence in man. 
Faith at work is— 
Noah building an ark. 
When not a drop of rain had fallen. 
Faith at work is— 
Abraham going on a trip. 
When his destination was unknown. 
Faith at work is— 
Sarah conceiving a child. 
When past the age of childbearing. 
Faith at work is— 
Abraham offering Isaac as a sacrifice, 
When Isaac was his only son through which to 
have descendents. 
by Karen Sollenberger 
Faith at work is— 
The Israelites crossing the Red Sea. 
When the Egyptians, doing the same, were 
drowned. 
Faith at work is— 
Belief in what a known God has done and will do. 
I woke this morning to the sun knowing the God 
that made that light 
I drank some juice and ate some toast knowing 
the God that made the fruit and wheat 
I drove to work this morning knowing that God was 
guiding me and not only man was in control. 
Is this faith crushed when— 
Volcanoes erupt 
Cancer kills 




The Bible says— 
The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of 
trouble: and he knoweth them that trust in Him. 
Faith at work is— 
Leaning not on my own understanding. 
Faith at work is— 
A place of refuge. 
Faith at work is— 
Needed in small amounts (only the grain of a 
mustard seed.) 
Faith at work is— 
The gift of God. 
Faith at work is— 
The substance of things hoped for. 
Faith at work is— 
The evidence of things not seen. 
Look at man—Your faith will falter. 
Look at God—Your faith will be strengthened. 
The Bible says—Your faith should not stand in 
the wisdom of men. but in the power of God. 
My prayer shall be— 
Lord. I believe: help thou mine unbelief. 
Karen Sollenberger is a teacher in elementary school, as well as 
teacher of an adult Sunday school class at Manor (PA) Brethren 
in Christ. She and her husband Carl live in New Holland, PA. 
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